
B
ru

sh
F

ir
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D
o’

s
an

d
D

o
n

’t
s

D
o

K
ee

p
yo

ur
gr

as
s

an
d

w
ee

ds
cu

t
an

d
cl

ea
r

of
ta

ll
dr

y
gr

as
s.

Pr
ov

id
e

en
ou

gh
w

at
er

to
ke

ep
gr

as
s

an
d

sh
ru

bs
he

al
th

y
an

d
gr

ee
n.

D
o
n
’t

A
llo

w
ru

bb
is

h
su

ch
as

ol
d

fu
rn

itu
re

,
bo

xe
s,

pa
lle

ts
,

an
d

de
ad

ve
ge

ta
tio

n
to

pi
le

up
ar

ou
nd

yo
ur

ho
us

e.
D

is
po

se
of

th
em

pr
om

pt
ly

an
d

pr
op

er
ly

.A
ll

of
th

es
e

th
in

gs
be

co
m

e
fu

el
to

a
fi

re
.

E
ve

n
ol

d
ca

rs
ca

n
bu

rn
!

D
O

Pr
un

e
an

d
tr

im
tr

ee
s

an
d

sh
ru

bs
of

de
ad

an
d

lo
w

ha
ng

in
g

br
an

ch
es

.
W

he
n

br
us

h
fi

re
s

oc
cu

r,
lo

w
ha

ng
in

g
br

an
ch

es
ca

n
be

co
m

e
“l

ad
de

rs
”

fo
r

th
e

fi
re

to
ge

t
to

th
e

to
ps

of
tr

ee
s.

D
o

n
’t

St
ac

k
fi

re
w

oo
d

ne
xt

to
yo

ur
ho

m
e

or
an

y
ot

he
r

st
ru

ct
ur

e.

D
o

D
is

po
se

of
ci

ga
re

tte
s

pr
op

er
ly

an
d

co
m

pl
et

el
y

ex
tin

gu
is

h
an

y
fl

am
e

su
ch

as
ca

m
pf

ir
es

,b
ar

be
cu

es
,

gr
ill

s,
an

d
ci

tr
on

el
la

ca
nd

le
s

or
to

rc
he

s.

D
o

n
’t

A
llo

w
le

av
es

an
d

ne
ed

le
s

to
bu

ild
up

on
yo

ur
ro

of
an

d
gu

tte
rs

.
W

as
h

yo
ur

ro
of

on
a

re
gu

la
r

ba
si

s.

D
o

n
’t

B
ur

n
tr

as
h

or
ru

bb
is

h
on

w
in

dy
,

dr
y

da
ys

or
cl

os
e

to
fl

am
m

ab
le

m
at

er
ia

ls
or

st
ru

ct
ur

es
.

D
o

C
he

ck
w

ith
yo

ur
lo

ca
l

to
w

ns
hi

p
fo

r
bu

rn
in

g
re

gu
la

tio
ns

.A
ls

o,
th

e
N

at
io

na
l

W
ea

th
er

Se
rv

ic
e
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su

es
re

d
fl

ag
w

ar
ni

ng
s

on
hi

gh
ri

sk
da

ys
.



W
h

at
Is

A
B

ru
sh

F
ire?

T
h
ere

are
th

ree
d
ifferen

t
classes

of
b

ru
sh

fires.

1.A
surface

fire
is

the
m

ost
com

m
on

type
and

burns
along

the
floor

of
a

forest,
m

oving
slow

ly
and

killing
or

dam
aging

trees.

2.A
ground

fire
is

usually
started

by
lightning

and
burns

on
or

below
the

forest
floor.

3.
C

row
n

fire
is

spread
rapidly

by
w

ind
and

m
oves

quickly
by

jum
ping

along
the

tops
of

trees.
B

rush
fires

are
usually

signaled
by

dense
sm

oke
that

fills
the

area
for

m
iles

around.

D
an

g
er

Z
o
n
es

D
anger

zones
include

all
w

ooded,
brush,

and
grassy

areas—
especially

those
in

K
ansas,

M
ississippi,

L
ouisiana,

G
eorgia,

F
lorida,

the
C

arolinas,
T

ennessee,
C

alifornia,
M

assachusetts,
and

the
national

forests
of

the
w

estern
U

nited
S

tates.
T

he
threat

of
brush

fires
for

people
living

near
brush

areas
or

using
recreational

facilities
in

w
ilderness

areas
is

real.
A

dvanced
planning

and
know

ing
how

to
protect

buildings
in

these
areas

can
lessen

the
devastation

of
a

fire.

B
efo

re
A

B
ru

sh
F

ire
L

earn
and

teach
safe

fire
practices.

B
uild

fires
aw

ay
from

nearby
trees

or
bushes.

A
lw

ays
have

a
w

ay
to

extinguish
the

fire
quickly

and
com

pletely,
never

leave
a

fire
or

even
a

cigarette—
burning

unattended.
O

btain
local

building
codes

and
w

eed
abatem

ent
ordinances

for
structures

built
near

w
ooded

areas.
U

se
fire-resistant

m
aterial

w
hen

building,
renovating,

or
retrofitting

structures.
C

reate
a

safety
zone

to
separate

the
hom

e
from

com
bustible

plants
and

vegetation.
Stone

w
alls

can
act

as
heat

shields
and

deflect
flam

es.
S

w
im

m
ing

pools
and

patios
can

be
a

safety
zone.

Install
sm

oke
alarm

s
in

your
hom

e
and

keep
spare

batteries
on

hand.

P
lan

A
h
ead

H
ave

d
isaster

su
p
p
lies

on
h
an

d
:

•
F

lashlight
w

ith
extra

batteries.

a
P

ortable,
battery-operated

radio
and

extra
batteries.

•
First

aid
kit

and
m

anual.

•
E

ssential
m

edicines.

a
C

ash
and

credit
cards.

a
Sturdy

shoes.

In
case

fam
ily

m
em

bers
are

separated
from

one
another

during
a

brush
fire

(a
real

possibility
during

the
day

w
hen

adults
are

at
w

ork
and

children
are

at
school),

have
a

plan
for

getting
back

together.
A

sk
an

out-of-state
relative

or
friend

to
serve

as
the

“fam
ily

contact.”
A

fter
a

disaster,
it

is
often

easier
to

call
long

distance.
M

ake
sure

everyone
know

s
the

nam
e,

address,
and

phone
num

ber
of

the
contact

person.

A
void

using
w

ooden
shakes

and
shingles

for
a

roof.
U

se
tile,

stucco, m
etal

siding,brick,
concrete

block,
rock,

or
other

fire-resistant
m

aterials.
U

se
only

thick,
tem

pered
safety

glass
in

large
w

indow
s

and
sliding

glass
doors.

A
fter

A
B

ru
sh

F
ire

T
ake

care
w

hen
re-entering

a
burned

brush
area.

H
ot

spots
can

flare
up

w
ithout

w
arning.

a
C

heck
the

roof
im

m
ediately

and
extinguish

any
sparks

or
em

bers.

•
C

heck
the

attic
for

hidden
burning

sparks.

a
For

several
hours

afterw
ard,

re-check
for

sm
oke

and
sparks

throughout
the

hom
e.

D
ev

elo
p

A
n

E
m

erg
en

cy
C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
P

lan
!

F
ire-R

esistan
t

B
u

ild
in

g
M

aterials

a
E

m
ergency

food
and

w
ater.

a
N

on-electric
can

opener.


