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S
electio

n
and

Installation

W
hen

choosing
a

w
ood

stove,
select

one
w

hich
is

listed
by

a
nationally

approved
testing

laboratory.
T

he
stove

should:
be

m
ade

of
a

safe
durable

m
aterial

w
ith

a
long

life-span;
sized

for
the

area
to

be
heated;

have
air

tight
door

gaskets,
sealed

joints,
a

secure
latch,

and
a

draft
control

to
regulate

the
fire.

If
a

second
hand

stove
is

purchased,
it

should
not

have
any

broken
parts

or
cracks

w
hich

w
ould

m
ake

it
unsafe

to
use.

P
roper

installation
of

a
w

ood
stove

is
the

foundation
for

safe
operation.

R
E

A
D

A
N

D
F

O
L

L
O

W
the

m
anufacturer’s

installation
instructions.

A
lso

consult
the

local
code

e
n

forcem
ent

official
and

fire
departm

ent
for

their
recom

m
endations,

code
requirem

ents
and

n
ec

essary
perm

its.
T

he
follow

ing
diagram

s
illustrate

the
in

stal
lation

recom
m

endations
of

the
State

Fire
P

re
vention

and
B

uilding
C

ode.

M
inim

um
C

learances

M
inim

um
at

18
.
—

of
m

asonry

C
learance

fro
m

T
m

h
1

-

beyond
diam

eter

com
bustible

.

of
thim

ble

surfaces
m

ay
be

reduced
in

-
.

accordance
w

ith
W

all

N
FPA

standard
211

8

‘

36

Is.

8
N

oncom
bustible

floor
protection

K
now

Y
our

W
ood

S
tove

O
nce

the
w

ood
stove

has
been

installed,
becom

e
fam

iliar
w

ith
its

parts
and

their
o
p
era

tion.
P

roper
m

aintenance
can

reduce
the

possibility
of

a
fire.

•
T

he
stovepipe

is
the

vital
link

betw
een

the
stove

and
the

chim
ney.

W
hen

setting
it

up,
use

24
gauge

or
thicker

pipe.
T

he
pipe

should
be

as
short

and
as

straight
as

possible.
Secure

each
joint

w
ith

at
least

three
screw

s.
T

he
horizontal

part
should

rise
one-quarter

inch
per

foot.
T

he
pipe

should
be

installed
so

that
an

upper
pipe

section
fits

inside
the

low
er

section.
T

his
allow

s
the

creosote
to

flow
inside

the
pipe.

T
he

stovepipe
should

extend
into

the
thim

ble
so

the
end

of
the

stovepipe
is

flush
w

ith
the

inner
end

of
the

thim
ble.

A
dam

per
is

used
to

control
draft

and
loss

of
volatile

gas.
If

there
is

no
dam

per
in

the
stove,

one
should

be
installed

in
the

stovepipe.
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C
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W
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A

ir
O

p
ec.

or
N

on.
C

o
,n

b
u
.tlb

Ie
M

ateri.l
T

trlrnble
of

F
ire

d
.

0
O

n
H

eavy
S

teel

N
either

S
leeve

nor
S

tovepipe

S
tove

•
T

he
chim

ney
serves

tw
o

functions:
it

creates
a

draft,
and

it
evacuates

the
gases

of
com

bustion.
It

should
extend

at
least

three
feet

above
the

highest
point

w
here

it
passes

through
the

roof
and

tw
o

feet
above

any
portion

of
the

building
w

ithin
10

horizontal
feet

of
the

chim
ney.

If
connecting

to
an

existing
chim

ney,
it

should
be

inspected
before

using.
A

com
plete

inspection
includes

a
check

of
the

inner
liner

for
cracks

and
deterioration,

unused
openings

properly
sealed

and
a

check
that

the
chim

ney
is

clean
and

unblocked.
W

hen
correctly

installed
in

accordance
w

ith
the

m
anufacturer’s

specifications
and

properly
m

aintained,
prefabricated

chim
neys

are
a

safe
and

relatively
inexpensive

w
ay

to
rem

ove
sm

oke
and

gases
from

the
stovepipe.

T
his

is
done

through
an

existing
w

all
or

roof
to

the
o

u
t

doors.
A

ll
prefabricated

chim
neys

for
use

in
residences

m
ust

be
approved

and
listed

in
a
c

cordance
w

ith
U

L
103

or
m

eet
the

requirem
ents

of
the

N
ew

Y
ork

S
tate

U
niform

Fire
P

revention
and

B
uilding

C
ode.

•
C

reosote
is

a
deposit

form
ed

in
the

chim
ney

and
stovepipe

as
condensed

w
ood

sm
oke.

T
he

am
ount

that
form

s
varies

according
to

the
d
en

sity
of

the
sm

oke,
the

surface
tem

perature
of

the
chim

ney
and

the
type

and
dryness

of
the

w
ood

being
burned.

C
reosote

is
form

ed
w

hen
w

ood
sm

olders
and

does
not

burn
com

pletely.
T

o
help

reduce
creo

sote
buildup,

burn
a

hot
roaring

fire
for

15
to

30
m

inutes
every

day.
A

lso,
be

sure
not

to
o
v

er
load

the
firebox

so
sufficient

oxygen
is

av
ail

able
to

keep
the

fire
burning.

•
Fuel.

W
hen

choosing
fuel

for
a

w
ood

stove,
becom

e
fam

iliar
w

ith
the

various
types

of
w

ood:
S

easoned
w

ood
is

cut
dow

n
at

least
six

m
onths

prior
to

burning
and

is
preferred

over
green

w
ood

because
it

has
less

m
oisture

co
n

tent.G
reen

w
ood

burns
but

m
uch

of
the

stove’s
efficiency

is
sacrificed.

S
oftw

ood
does

not
produce

m
ore

creosote.
It

burns
faster

and
is

usually
preferred

for
k

in
d

l
ing.H

ardw
ood

generally
burns

longer
than

so
ft

w
ood

and
generates

m
ore

coals.

A
fter

Installation
T

he
follow

ing
precautions

should
be

taken
to

ensure
the

greatest
am

ount
of

safety:

•
C

heck
the

stovepipe
and

chim
ney

for
buildup

of
creosote.

C
lean

these
areas

w
hen

accum
ula

tion
exceeds

one-quarter
inch.

•
N

ever
use

a
flam

m
able

liquid
to

start
a

fire
and

never
w

ork
w

ith
a

flam
m

able
liquid

in
the

sam
e

room
w

hen
a

w
ood

stove
is

in
operation.

•
U

se
a

m
etal

container
w

ith
a

tight-fitting
lid

for
ash

disposal.
D

ispose
of

ashes
only

after
they

have
cooled.

•
K

eep
children

aw
ay

from
the

stove.
E

ven
a

quick
touch

to
the

stove’s
surface

can
result

in
severe

burns.

•
Install

a
sm

oke
detector

for
early

w
arning

in
case

a
fire

starts.

•
D

evelop
and

practice
an

escape
plan

from
all

room
s

in
the

house.


