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d
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Y
es,you

should
be

concerned—
and

you
can

do
a

lot.
C

hildren
do

not
understand

the
dangers

of fire.
In

fact,
children

playing
w

ith
m

atches
and

lighters
start

m
any

ofthe
hom

e
fires

that
kill

children.

Li
C

alm
ly

but
firm

ly
explain

to
your

child
that

m
atches

and
lighters

are
tools

for
adults

to
use

carefully.
T

each
young

children
to

tell
an

adult
if

they
see

m
atches

or
lighters.

Li
A

lw
ays

store
m

atches
and

lighters
out

of
children’s

reach
and

sight,
preferably

in
a

locked
cabinet.

J
Purchase

only
child-resistant

lighters.
R

em
em

ber:
no

lighter
is

child
pm

ofi

U
N

ever
use

lighters
or

m
atches

as
a

source
of

am
usem

ent.
C

hildren
m

ay
im

itate
w

hat
you

do.

Li
A

lw
ays

supervise
young

children
closely.

Li
Prevent

fires
by

practicing
and

teaching
fire

safe
behaviors

in
your

hom
e.

K
eep

children
3

feet
aw

ay
from

the
stove

w
hen

cooking,
don’t

overload
outlets,

have
your

heating
system

s
checked

annually
and

use
deep

ashtrays
and

soak
the

ashes
in

w
ater,

ifyou
sm

oke.

FACT:T
w

o
thirds

of
hom

e
fires

th
at

kill
children

occur
in

hom
es

w
ithout

a
w

orking
sm

oke
alarm

.

W
hen

children
die

in
hom

e
fires,

it
is

m
ost

often
in

hom
es

w
here

there
are

no
w

orking
sm

oke
alarm

s.
W

hen
fire

breaks
out,

you
have

only
seconds

to
escape

its
heat,

black
snioke

and
deadly

gases.
W

orking
sm

oke
alarm

s
help

you
get

out
in

tim
e.

S
m

oke
alarm

s
save

lives.

Li
Put

w
orking

sm
oke

alarm
s

on
each

floor
of

your
hom

e,
outside

sleeping
areas,

and
inside

bedroom
s

w
here

the
doors

are
often

closed.

Li
If you

keep
the

door
to

your
infant’s

room
closed,

keep
a

w
orking

sm
oke

alarm
inside

the
room

and
use

a
baby

m
onitor

so
that

you
can

hear
the

alarm
sound.

U
A

s
soon

as
you

know
children

are
ready,

fam
iliarize

them
w

ith
the

sound
ofyour

sm
oke

alarm
s.

T
each

them
that

if
one

goes
off,

they
m

ust
craw

l
on

the
floor

under
the

sm
oke,

leave
the

hom
e,

and
m

eet
at

a
designated

place
outside.

Li
Sm

oke
alarm

s
m

ust
be

m
aintained.

T
est

the
batteries

in
your

sm
oke

alarm
s

m
onthly.

R
eplace

the
batteries

at
least

once
a

year.

A
fire

can
engulfyour

hom
e

in
a

m
atter

o
f

seconds.
Y

ou’ll
need

to
react

quickly.
B

e
prepared

w
ith

a
detailed

fire
escape

plan.
P

ractice
it

w
ith

your
children,

as
often

as
you

can
and

at
least

tw
ice

a
year.

C
hildren

w
ho

have
practiced

an
escape

plan
are

less
likely

to
panic

and
hide

and
m

ore
likely

to
get

out
safely.

Li
Y

our
fire

escape
plan

begins
w

ith
a

basic
diagram

of
your

hom
e.

M
ark

all
w

indow
s

and
doors,

and
plan

tw
o

routes
out

of
each

room
.

Li
C

onsider
several

fire
scenarios,

such
as

a
fire

starting
in

the
kitchen,

basem
ent

or
bedroom

.

Li
Figure

out
the

best
w

ay
for

you
to

help
babies

and
toddlers

get
out.

H
ow

w
ill

you
get

to
them

?
C

arry
them

?
Y

ou
m

ay
w

ant
to

keep
a

baby
harness

near
the

crib,
to

carry
the

baby
and

leave
your

hands
free

for
another

child.
If

you
have

older
children

too,
have

them
p

rac
tice

craw
ling,

touching
doors,

or
going

to
the

w
indow

,
according

to
your

escape
plan.

Li
Prepare

an
alternate

fire
escape

plan
so

that
you

can
escape

safely
w

ith
young

children
even

if
one

parent
or

guardian
is

aw
ay

w
hen

a
fire

occurs.

U
W

hen
practicing

the
fire

escape
plan,

show
children

how
to

cover
their

nose
and

m
outh

to
reduce

sm
oke

inhalation.

K
eep

hom
e

exits
clear

of
toys

and
debris.

H
ave

a
safe

m
eeting

place
outside

the
hom

e
and

teach
children

never
to

go
back

inside.

X
V

hat
can

w
e

do
to

he’p
m

ake
sure

th
at

o
u

r
fam

ih’,
especiafly

th
e

Iitde
ones,

can
escape

a
fire

safely?

sm
oke

S

FACT:
M

atches,
lighters,

and
other

h
eat

sources
are

th
e

leading
causes

of
fire-related

deaths
for

children

under
age

5.


