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•N

ev
er

leave
a

fire
unattended.

•
H

ave
your

chim
ney

and
fireplace

inspected
annually

by
a

certified
chim

ney
sw

eep.
They

w
ill

check
for

creosote
build-up,

cracks,
crum

bling
bricks,

and
obstructions.

•M
ake

sure
the

fireplace
opening

is
covered

w
ith

a
sturdy

m
etal

s
c
r”

or
heat

tem
pered

glass
doors.

•T
o

prevent
fires

in
your

flue,
burn

dry,
w

ell-seasoned
w

ood.
N

ever
burn

trash.

•M
ake

sure
your

w
ood

stove
burns

hot
tw

ice
a

day
for

15-30
m

inutes
to

reduce
the

am
ount

of
creosote

build-up.

•N
ever

burn
charcoal

indoors.
It can

give
off

lethal
am

ounts
of

carbon
m

onoxide
w

hen
burned.

•A
lw

ays
be

certain
the

fire
in

your
fireplace

is
out

before
going

to
bed.

It
is

extrem
ely

im
portant

to
N

EV
ER

close
your

dam
per

w
hile

there
are

hot
ashes

in
the

fireplace.
A

closed
dam

per
could

cause
the

fire
to

flare
up

again
and

this
w

ill
cause

toxic
carbon

m
onoxide

to
be

released
into

the
house.

•
Ifyou

are
using

synthetic
logs,

alw
ays

follow
the

directions
on

the
package.

N
ever

break
a

synthetic
log

apart
to

quicken
the

fire
or

use
m

ore
than

one
log

at
a

tim
e.

•
Place

ashes
outdoors

in
a

covered
m

etal
container

at
least

three
feet

aw
ay

from
anything

that
could

burn.

•M
ak

e
sure

you
have

at
least

36
inches

of
em

pty
space

betw
een

all
heaters

and
everything

else,
like

curtains,
furniture,

papers,
and

people.

•N
ev

er
leave

children
unattended

in
room

s
w

ith
portable

heaters.

—
Be

sure
the

heater
has

a
tip-over

shut
off

function.

•
N

ever
use

an
extension

cord
w

ith
portable

electric
heaters.

Itis
a

com
m

on
cause

of
fires.

•
C

heck
the

cord
on

your
electric

portable
heater.

If
itis

cracked
or

frayed
or

gets
hot,

have
the

heater
serviced.

•
Be

sure
to

clean
the

dust
from

all
heaters.

Ifleftto
build

up,
dust

and
lintcan

ignite
and

cause
a

fire.

•
Be

sure
to

turn
portable

heaters
off

w
hen

leaving
the

house
or

sleeping.

•A
void

using
portable

heaters
in

the
bathroom

.
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•

Leave
furnace

w
ork

to
experts.

H
ave

a
qualified

technician
check

and
clean

your
unit

and
controls

every
year.

H
ave

the
technician

check
the

w
all

and
ceiling

near
the

furnace
and

flue.
Ifthey

are
hot,

you
m

ay
need

additional
clearance

or
insulation.

•
Be

sure
the

em
ergency

shut
off

and
autom

atic
controls

are
in

good
condition.

•A
lw

ays
keep

trash,
papers,

paint,
etc.

aw
ay

from
the

furnace
area.

COLD
W

EATHER
FIRE

SAFETY
•lf

your
pipes

freeze,
do

not
try

to
thaw

C )
them

w
ith

a
blow

torch
or

other
open

U
flam

e.
The

pipe
could

conduct
heat

and
a

fire
could

be
started.

Try
a

—
hand

held
dryer,

hot
w

ater,
or

a
UL

a
ee

evice
o
rt

aw
ing.

•N
ever

use
an

oven
or

a
range

to
heat

your
hom

e.
This

is
a

safety
hazard

and
could

cause
a

build-up
of

toxic
fum

es.

•B
e

certain
that

all
w

indow
s

that
are

used
as

em
ergency

exits
can

still
be

opened
in

the
w

inter.
Practice

your
escape

plan
at

this
tim

e
of

year.

there
is

a
fire

hydrant
near

your
house,

help
keep

itclear
of

snow
and

debris.
The

fire
departm

ent
needs

to
be

able
to

access
itfor

w
ater

in
case

of
a

fire.

II
F4b1

PO
RTA

BLE
HEATERS


